London, 03/12/08

To whom it may concern, 

Subject: FIA calls on the SPDC in Myanmar to immediately release actor and comedian U Maung Thura

The International Federation of Actors (FIA) is an international non-governmental organisation representing performers’ trade unions, guilds and professional associations around the world. It voices the professional concerns and interests of actors (in film, television, radio, new media, theatre and live performance), broadcast professionals, dancers, singers, variety and circus artists and others. We bring together more than 100 member organisations from all over the world. 
We were deeply disturbed to learn of the recent imprisonment of Burmese comedian and activist U Maung Thura (“Zarganar”). It is a matter of great concern to performers worldwide that one of their number should be imprisoned for his outspoken positions and performances. Article 19 of the Universal declaration of Human Rights is very dear to the hearts of performers and states that “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” Thus it is unacceptable that any performer should be jailed for ideas and views expressed in their work. 
In addition, Mr Maung Thura is a man who has won the admiration and respect of many, through his efforts to coordinate aid work and relief efforts following the cyclone in Myanmar, and in general for his efforts to raise awareness on situation of the Burmese people. FIA strongly joins with the many voices already condemning his imprisonment and calling for his immediate release. 
Performers across the world condemn this action and will continue to call for the release of U Maung Thura with all the means at their disposal.
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